GLADSTONE                        IOI
was the next point made for. There also vigorous cheers
were forthcoming, the youths evidently believing that
noise was conducive to good workmanship. The crowds
have continued to perambulate the principal streets of the
city during the whole evening. The excitement in Edin-
burgh is positively wild. What the feeling in Dalkeith
Palace may be it is not difficult to imagine. The reverse
in Midlothian coming so soon after the repulse in Dum-
friesshire is undoubtedly a crushing How to the Bucclcuch
influence. By these two elections, the fete of* facetting *
has probably been sealed."1
And all this pother because an old gentleman of
seventy, who was not even the leader of a political
party, had been stumping round the suburbs of
Edinburgh, expatiating on the theme that you
ought to thfafc of other people beside yourself.
But the enthusiasm in Edinburgh was at least
equalled by the disgust and astonishment of May-
fair and Windsor. The Queen and Disraeli,
who had been breathing in an exquisite ether of
toadyism and exaltation, learned with incredulity,
then with despair, that they were to tread no
longer the silken path of dalliance. True, they had
both cut themselves off from all contact with re-
ality, ButtheLiberals,too,wereamazedbythesize
of the majority. The by-elections had been good,
but none too good. A stalemate, a majority of ten
or twelve, would have satisfied the Barrington Erles
of the Reform Club. But Gladstone, by his Md-
lothianspeeches,had dragged the countryafterhim,
and he found nimsel^ even more th^n the Liberal
Party, returned with a majority of a hundred,
i Ike Tmu> April jth, 1880.